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PREFACE. 
E falſe, or confuſed no- 
2 tion too many zealous chri- 
ians entertain of Faith, 
(that Faith, I mean, which 
the ſcripture ſpeaks of as imputed to 
men for Righteouſneſs) has given oc- 
cafion ta another ſet of perſons to de- 
ſpiſe and ridicule the very term. 
The author's view, in this little 
tract, is, according to his ability, to 
ſet it in a true light, for the uſe of 
fauch, M either party, who may not 
have opportunity, leiſure, or inclina- 
tion to peruſe larger —— 
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PREFACE. 

For this reaſon, he has ſuggeſted 
the uſe, and even neceſſity of divine 
Revelation, 20 the well-being of man- 
kind from the very beginning of the 
world. And, to obviate the 
ob Nen coker from the ONO rw. non- 
ee of divine Revelation, par- 
ticularly the Gol] pel Revelation, has 

intimated his opinion, that the moſt 
merciful God will ever accept of a 
Faith proportioned to the Revelation 
actually afforded men; which opinion 
he thinks ſufficiently founded on ferip- 
ture, as well as reaſon. 
. The ſhort ſketch at the end appear- 
ed ſome years Vence ina periodical 
Paper, and, for its near affinity in 
ſentiment with this, is added to it. 
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7 — a <4 T 1 undoubtedly be man's 
Sts higheſt concern, if it be poſſible, 

(1 BYS pleaſe God; to be acceptable to 
that great Being in whom helives, 
and moves, and has his being; up- 
on whom he continually depends for life and 
breath, and all things. This is man's moſt 


Juſtifiable, moſt laudable ambition: And it 


is very far from being impoſſible. The beſt 
of Beings cannot be zmplacable, or even hard 


to be pleaſed by his creatures. He did not | 


male creatures to be the objects of his own 
. B aver» 
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2 The Importance of Faith. © 
averſion, but of approbation and complacency. 
He beheld every thing that he had made, and 
behold it was very good, Gen. i. 31. Nor can 
it be thought the rational part of the Crea- 
tion is the leaſt acceptable to him. They are 
capable of knowing him, of being ſenſible 
of their origin from, and dependance upon 
him; capable of actually relying on him, re- 
verencing him, freely obeying him, and 
humbly imitating his moral attributes; in 
ſhort, capable of religion; and in this exerciſe 
of their rational powers they muſt be diſtin- 
guiſhingly acceptable to him: but without 
this it is impoſſible for them to pleaſe him. 
For without #h:s they abuſe, inſtead of uſing 
aright, the rational nature, and that degree of 
Freedom with which he has intruſted them. 
What then can that Faith be which is ſo 
neceſſary to our acceptance with God? What 
elſe but a ſincere, humble, grateful, dutiful 
regard to God, and reliance upon him, pro- 
portionable to the knowledge we have of 
him, and of his will and purpoſes concerning 
us? 1 ſay proportionable to knowledge, for 
to believe in what a man has no knowledge, 
no diſtin& idea of, is to believe in, or wor- 
ip a fantom; nothing at all. It is not proper- 
ly believing but raving. And ſo much know- 
ledge any man may have of God, as to lay a 
rational foundation for this religious depen- 
dance upon him, and regard to his divine a 
"Ora N a ter na 
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The Importance of Faith. 3 

ternal authority over him, and over all things, 
Rom. i. 19, 20. 

| God gave man reaſon or underſtanding, 
as a free agent, to qualify him in a certain 
meaſure to guide and govern - himſelf; to 
govern and uſe the inferior creatures, and to 
exerciſe to good purpoſes that degree of free- 
dom with which he has endow'd him ; 'but 
not to render him independant, and ſelf-ſuffici- 
ent, No finite underſtanding is ſufficient for 
this. Man at his firſt creation, and in his ut- 
moſt innocency, ſtood in need of divine Reve- 
lation, as well as of his own reaſon and ſenſes 
to guide him ſafe to his own higheſt perfection 
and felicity, as much as an unexperienc'd 
child ſtands in need (for a long while at leaſt) 
of paternal inſtruction and government. And 
nothing can render ſuch child more accepta- 
ble and dear to his natural Parent than his 
filtal piety. While this is preſerved, the kind 
conſiderate Parent overlooks and forgives a 
thouſand inadvertancies and faults which this 
is the proper means of correcting; but when 
this regard is ſhaken off, there is but little 
hopes of any good from a rebel, from a child 
who has no regard to parental authority, but 
has abandoned himſelf to his own ignorance, 
luſts, and wilfulneſs. 

 Fazth, or a religious regard to God, isa ne- 
ceſſary ſupplement to man's own. finite under- 
ſtanding, to ſupply the natural weakneſs and 
wenn . inſufficiency ' 
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4 The I mportance of Faith. 


- inſufficiency thereof, and is acceptable to God 


on account of its importance to man, as well 
as its own great propriety. 

And a fincere regard to the dictates of rea- 
ſen and conſcience, or what has been called the 
moral ſenſe, conſidered as the voice and law of 
God to man, is really Faith in God, as truly 
* an equal regard to any ſupernatural Reve- 

tion. 

This regard to God, to his inſtru&ions, his 
precepts, promiſes, or threatenings (however 
they are made known to man) is the greateſt 
ſecurity of all human virtue and rigbt con- 
duct. I fear God, ſaid Joſeph to his Brethren, 
and therefore hall be ſure to do you juſtice 
and no injury or unkindneſs: See Gen, xlii. 18, 
And again, How can I do this great wicked- 
neſs, this ſo unreaſonable thing, as he had be- 
fore repreſented it, and at the ſame time fin 
againſt God ? Gen. xxxix. 8, 9, 10. | 

But human Reaſon is weak, not extending 
to every thing which may be of i importance to 
man; liable not to be ſufficiently attended to 
in ſome inſtances to which it otherwiſe does 
extend; liable to miſtake; nor does it arrive 
at that ſtrength and maturity of which it is 
capable, but by flow degrees ; by uſe, by ob- 
ſervation, by experience, by ſocial converſe. 
We ſee it thus in children. It might, I 

think it muſt, have been thus, in ſome degree, 


in Adam, and | in mankind in general, confider- 


ed 


The Importance of Faith. 5 
ed collectively. God has not therefore tyed 
himſelf down to this fingle way of guiding and 
governing mankind, namely, by their own in- 
| herent powers and capacities, He informed 
our firſt Parents of what neither their own 
ſenſes nor reaſon could have ſufficiently in- 
formed them, viz. the wholeſomeneſs of eve- 
ry other fruit of the Garden of Eden for their 
food, except one, and the danger of that, which 
he therefore forbad them by his paternal au- 
thority, on pain of death, ſo much as to 
touch, though it was ever ſo fair and inviting 
to the eye. 
Many other circumſtances might occur 
wherein they might ſtand in need of ſuperna- 
tural direction, and they had it, I doubt not, 
in ſome ſatis factory way; I mean ſuch a way, 
as might fully fatisfy them it came from God, 
and therefore required their implicit regard. 
Whatever clearneſs of apprehenſion, what- 
ever degree of mental accuteneſs and natural 
ſagacity, as well as full growth of body and per- 
fection of all his ſenſes, Adam may be thought 
to have been poſſeſſed of immediately on 
his creation; yet none of that knowledge 
which ordinarily reſults from reflection, from 
a chain of reaſoning and repeated experience, 
from ſtudiouſly joining and comparing, ſepa- 
rating and diſtinguiſhing, the Ideas received 
more immediately by ſenſation, could be ob- 
tained by him, on a ſudden, in a natural way. 
a Whatever 


6 The Importance of Faith. 
Whatever knowledge of this kind was im- 
mediately needful for him, muſt have been 
taught him in a ſupernatural and ſummary 
way; either by inſpiration, by dream, or by 
the mediation of ſome angelick Being, or by 
all theſe methods, or any other which to in- 
finite wiſdom might ſeem proper at any time. 
The brute creatures have this defect ſuffici- 
ently and ſurprizingly made up to them by 
what we call Inftin#. | | 
We have Parents and Inſtructors of our 
own Species, who have lived in the world 
before us, to help to guide, to furniſh and 
train up our unexperienced minds : But the 
firſ# human pair could have no ſuch Tutors, 
and therefore muſt have had this kind office 
done them by God himſelf, or ſome heavenly 
Being delegated by him for that purpoſe. 
Man at his firſt creation (according to all we 
at preſent know of human nature) muſt have 
been fora long while as ignorant and as help- 
leſs as a neu- burn Infant, who does not really 
want limbs, joints, muſcles, finnews or ſtrength 
but only knowledge or ſkill to riſe up, ſtan 
and walk, or talk, or take hold of any thing 
with his hand; a ſkill not ſoon acquired with, 
much leſs without, foreign aid: And the firſt + 
man muſt have ſtood in equal need of a nurſe 
and leading-ſtrings. If it be ſaid, *©* God al- 
tc mighty might immediately impreſs upon his 
«« mind theſe neceſſary Ideas or . 
| | What 


De Importance of Faith. 7 
what is that leſs. than divine Inſpiration, or 
ſupernatural Revelation, the thing Iam plead- 
ing for, as highly neceſſary in his then circum- 
eee 
As man's own knowledge increaſed, theſe 
divine informations might be intermitted'or 
altered; but not wholly 'withdrawn. Crea- 
' Fures of ever ſo high rank, exalted faculties, 
improvements of reaſon, and degrees of free 
agency, 


Since the writing of this, I was agreeably ſurpri 
to meet with the following Extract from Hiſtoire Philo- 

hique de P Homme, in the Appendix to the 36 Vol. 
of the monthly Review, P. 5 10. 15 


6“ ſelves to the ſtudy of man till the knowledge they 
4 have acquired has inſpired them with a high opinion 
c of themfelves; no wonder therefore they have made 
« ſo little progreſs in it. Their talents and acquiſiti- 


<<. to their view, or rather, when they think they con- 
te template human nature, they only take a view of 
<« themſelves with all their ſplendid ap s of ſcj- 
<<. ence. Certain Savages, at the ſight of the firſt Euro- 
e peanswhocame among them, imagined their cloaths 
<< to be ſkins of various colours adbering to their bodies, 
4 like the ſkins of other animals. By a miſtake of the 
c ſame kind, though much more aſtoniſhing 


<« be allowed the expreſſion) with their knowledge 
“and acquired talents, that they look upon them as 
<< abſolutely inſeparable from their. exiſtence. The 
«© efteem and reſpect which theſe talents and acquired 


e ever efforts they may make to lay aſide their pre- 
« judices, they have a conſiderable influence on all 
„their enquiries ? Wer « In 


Men of learning and genius ſeldom apply them- 


ac ons are a kind of microſcope which magnifies man 


| „our great 
men identify themſelves in ſuch. a manner (if I may 


<« lights. procure them from the reſt of mankind, raiſe 
<< the ſplendor of them in their on eyes, and what- 
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agency, are never to become abſolutely inde- 
pendant, or to think themſelves ſo, or aſpire 
to it. This was man's firſt crime, if not that 
of the fallen angels; and is perhaps what the 
writer to the Hebrews particularly means by 
EUTEpic [ov aa liar the ſin which doth ſo 
eaſiſy beſet us. Heb. xii. 1. And when they 
ate conſcious of having offended their maker, 
ſome merciful intimations from him be 


ce In order to have a juſt notion of human nature we 
<. muſt go back to the very cradle of humanity, con- 
„ fider man in his primitive and original ſtate, ſtript 
ce of all that knowledge which time and a variety of 
« circumſtances and fituation have procured him, and 
<< jn the ſame condition with every other animal when 
e jt cotnes out of the hands of nature; we muſt 
<< trace him through his gradual openings, and the 
c ſeveral ſteps of his progreſs ; and not ſet out, like 
<« moſt modern writers, with conſidering the faculties 
< and ſentiments which are merely accidental” [I 
would rather have ſaid adventitious} “ to his nature, 
« and have their origin from the improvements and 
<« different circumſtances of ſociety,” 
I havelong thought that the firſt human creatures, im- 
mediately upon their firſt exiſtence, muſt have been (with 
reſpect to their minds) like innocent infants or ſavages, 
capable indeed, by proper help and application, of amaz- 
ing improvements in knowledge and Hhabits of virtue, as 
well as endowed with a moral ſenſe, and capable of 
proportionable uſefulneſs, and rationable enjoyment, or 


felicity; but without proper help from God, under 


882 diſadvantage in ſome reſpects than the Brutes, 
hat ſo they might be more ſenſible of their dependance 
on God, and led to pay a due regard to him; and with- 
out this regard to him and improvement of his favour, 
liable to ſink into a much worſe condition than the 


. 
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ſtil more neceffary unleſs he were utterly to 
_=_y them, or abandon them to deſpair. 
'The' infinitely wiſe and good Father of 
ninkicd; it may be reaſonably expected, will 
ever adapt. thefe his interpoſitions to the cir- 
cumſtances of his rational creatures; ſo as to 
give the faculties he has endowed them with, 
or given them the means of acquiringy par- 
ticularly | human, reaſon, its full ſcope, and 
vp ſupply the natural itoperfeRtion, o recti 


— t 110) 3U "fy 


Brite" into amazing Aopellch, or *. of mind, 
and corruption of manners. 

The Queſtion is not whether human Reaſon be i 
ficient, and ſupernatural Revelation neceſſary, to our ac- 
teptanice with C He will accept according to the im- 
provement a man makes of what he has, and not of 
hat he has not: but unaſſiſted human reaſon is inſuffici- 
ent, and ſupernatural Revelation neceſſaty to that full 
cinprovement and perfection of which Go has made his 
human creatute capable; and to guard him againſt, ot 
recover him from the errors and miſery to which: his 
neceſſary freedom, as a moral agent, and a variety of 
temptations, render him liable. 

The human mind. I think, could ſexrerly by its 
own powers (or ſoon at leaſt) arrive at the Gol of 
an \ inviſible bying, and withaut ſome ſupernatural light 
would have been very naturally led by appearances to 
worſhip the Sun, if not the whole t of Heaven; as 
meg. did afterwards when they had flighte divide Reve: 
| ation. 93. 

In ſhort, we know not 55 id we owe to oper 
natural Revelation; nor how very ſhort, as well a8 
flow our improvements, how very groſs and maniſold 
our errors, would have been without it; as Hill too 
n ariſe from our miſtaking it. 0 
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10 be Importance e Fuitb. 
fy afy dangerous accidental errors of it. And 


this may account for the different diſpenſa- 


tions of God to mankind ; which, however 


y have varied as citoumſtancke varied, 
agree in this one general appatent de. 


they may 
yet nas 


: ſign and tendency, viz. — keep up or reſtore 


a proper regard to Galant n men. And 
ſuch a regard to the ſupreme Being is of the 
utmoſt importance to man, in that 

I. It is the beſt ſuppoxt and lekivos of 
13 and virtue. Had not our firſt Pa- 
rents broke through this n they bad 
never ſinned; which may y de the rea- 
ſon why no other fin” was at belt threatened 
with death, but palpable ien or. Wee 
to God. 

There is indeed a Law written inman's bert; 


bot A law is of little force without a Law- 


giver and Judge. Nothing therefore. can be 
more conducive or nece to a human crea- 
regard to God his Crea- 
tor. Men eaſily Aa over every other fence ; 
and biaſed by animal nature, not only neglect, 
but refine away the law of their HR 'The 
fornicator ſoon brings himſelf to think it as 
natural and rational to indulge that paſſion as 
to eat when he is hungry : The adultererto 
eſteem it no real, but merely an iunagina 
injury he does bis neighboor, even thou 8 
he palms upon him a ſpurious Heir to 

Eſtate: The thief, yo common cheat, the 


oppreſſor 
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, the murderer brings himſelf by 
degrees to think his ſuperior power, or cun- 
ning, or opportunity, or fancy'd. neceſſary 
ſelf-preſervation, gives him as natural a right 
to make a prey of his weaker or more unguard- 
ed neighbour as any beaſt, or bird, or fiſh 
of prey to do the like by its fellow brute. 
But the ftar of Ged has a tendency to check 
this licentiouſneſs of the human mind, and 
the ve of God, and of his moral attributes, 
which is our higheſt and beſt regard to him, 
is the ſureſt and ſweeteſt ſource of virtue 
in the heart of man. 

II. It is the only ſource of true repentance, 
or reformation, where there is occaſion for re- 
formation. This can only flow from a fidu- 
cial regard to an offended God, and perſwaſi- 
on of his intended mercy ; ſuch aſſurance or in- 
timation at leaſt not only Adam had, but even 
Cain: whatever uſe = latter made of it. 
If thou doeſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? 
Gen. iv. 7, Thou as well as Abel, ſhould he 
not yet be accepted, though he had not pleaſ- 
ed God in the firſt As. he brought him? 
III. This religious regard to God is the 
greateſt poſſible ſupport of the human mind, 
under all events that can happen to man, or 
be apprehended by him, 

A finite — creature, expoſed to in- 
numerable accidents, and unforeſeen as well 
as foreſeen events, L have no ſolid ſecurity 
| 2 or 
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12 The Importance of Faith. 
or comfort but from confidence in God; and the 
more quick he is of apprehenſion, ſo much 
the more need will he ſtand in of this reſourte. 
Of ſuch uſe, ſuch advantage, ſuch neceſſi- 
ty to man, is Paith in God, or a religious re- 
gard to him; nor can any thing be more 
highly reaſonable or becoming him. 
For theſe reaſons, no doubt, God infiſts lo 
much upon it, has ſhewn ſuch a peculiar re- 
gard to it, ſo highly rewarded and promiſed 
to reward it, and made it the moſt neceſſary 
term of his pardoning and accepting repent- 
ing ſinners. For this, Abel, Enoch and Noah, 
were eſteemed righteous before God; Enoch 
was tranſlated that he ſhould not ſee death; and 
Noah with his family were ſaved in the ark, 
while the reſt, the irreligious unbelieving 
world, were drowned. in the flood. For this, 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, is ſo ſignal- 
ly celebrated in ſcripture, and was ſo applauded 
and rewarded of God: with many other ſerip- 
ture inſtances upon honourable record in the 
xi, chap. to Heb. But far above all theſe, is our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt held up to out view and imita- 
tion, in the two firſt verſes of the next chap- 
ter, as the brighteſt example of all; as a perfect 
Pattern of this religious regard to God; the 
chief leader, and per febter of faith — ſo 1tis-in 
the original, Tov Tis Tig8ws οααάνννν 3X) 3 re, 
(the word Cour] is not in the greek) i. e. a 
n of perfect . and conſequently 


of 


The Importance of Faith. 13 
of ſpotleſs i E. virtue and ere in 
human nature. 

Abel's faith and acceptance wich God 1 
bave already mentioned; he was maſſacred 
for it by his itreligious brother, an early mar- 
tyr for Faith in God. 

When Seth was born and grown up, we 
ate told, Gen. iv. 26. then men to 
call upon the name of the Lord, or (as it is in 
the margin) to call themſelves by the name of 
the Lord. Which ever rendering we prefer, 
this intimates an aſſociation in favour of Re- 
ligion. There began to be a diſtinction be- 
twixt the religious and irreligious, the be- 
lieving and unbelieving part of mankind, and 
the former ſort (who probably were chiefly 
of Seth's family) very early obtained the diſ- 
tinguiſhing title of the Sons of God : Gen. vi. 2. 

The Faith, or Religion, of theſe worthy 
perſons is ſufficient proof that mankind want- 
ed not the neceſſary inſtructions and proper 
inducements to be religious, notwithſtand- 
ing any natural or contracted weakneſs or im- 
perfection of the human mind. God had 
manifeſted himſelf to the worſt as well as to 
the better ſort of them, by divine Revela- 
tion, as well as by his kind Providence, to be 
a merciful Father, a God pardoning iniquity, 
tranſgreſſion and ſin, and a Rewarder of 
them who diligently, (i. e. N and lin | 
Nu ſeek him: ' Heb. xi 


But 


14 The Importance of Faith: 
Bat when the generality of mankind abu- 
ſed this grace of God, it ſeems highly requi- 
ite he could make himſelf known by the 
judgment which he ſhould execute, as well as 
by mercy, Pſ. ix. 16. of which we have a tre- 
mendous inſtance in his drowning the whole 
world, and ſaving the only cightoons or truly 
= man that was left in it, and his houſ- 
As judgment 3 is God's unuſual week, be 
determined to give but one inſtance of this 
dreadful diſpenfation of providence. And 
this, one would think, ſhould have been a 
ſufficient warning to all future ages of the 
world. But alas! in a few centuries after- 
wards we find Religion declining again, and 
now loſing itſelf in 1doletry and Swperſtition. 
Reaſon, — Tradition and Providence 
diſregarded, the weakneſs of human nature took 
this turn; and that regard which was due 
to God alone, was transferred to dumb Idols, 
the creatutes of God, and ſometimes the mere 
creatures of men's own vain imaginations. 
Tbe allwiſe God, though he never lef | 
himſelf without witneſa of his being and good- 
neſs, in the courſe of his providence, in any 
part or any age of the world, (As xiv, 17.) 
yet thought it proper to et mankind ſee by 
experience, how far they were liable to de- 
generate in their minds and motals, through 


the want of a dus regard to bim, W 
18 y 


The Importance of Faith. 15 
they did not like toretain God in their know- 
ledge, as St. Paul accounts-for it, Rom, 1. 28. 
However, as he had before diſtinguiſhed 
Noah on account of his ſingular piety in a 
degenerate age, ſo now, having proved Abra- 
-bam's 'remackable faith, he choſe him to 
be his peculiar friend, and a ſucceſſion of his 
deſcendants after him, to enjoy peculiar ma- 
nifeſtations of his Being, ona and 
vidlential government of the vhole word as 
occaſion offered; that the knowledge and 
fear of the one only living: 


and true Gd 
2 mig be utterly loſt from amongſt men. 

IT be very extraordinary providence: God 
exerciſed towards the children of Iſrael, and 
bo divinely inſpired ' prophets he | raiſed up 
amongſt them y ger me to time for à long 
— ned ; had an — 
to this —— ther Ferie, —_— 
more one amongſt the | Gentrles. ; Ob: 

Whatever particular 'perſons, Bos Jews 
or Gentiles, truly and ſincerely feared the 
ſupteme Being (though amidſt great ignorance 
and miſtakes about him) and wrought rights 
-oufneſs; iwithour' doubt were euer accepted 
-of God: A x. 35. anddmighit truly be 
aid" to have faith in him: Bur the Jorjith 
nation alone, conſidered as a nation, — 

perated or ſet apart by the peculiar 
dence of God, 10 preſerve amongſt them che 
ee and 2 of the one living 


and 


| Joe the two firſt: 
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and true God, and were, on rr | 
repreſented as: à hoiy nation, while all th 
other nations are ſaid to be without Goa 


in the world: eo, athieſt, it is in the ori- 
_.ginal, e whe a. ee 8 956751190901 : 


While God expects: dente no man more 
than the honeſt i e of the talents he 
intruſts him with, he may without injury 
to any, or the leaſt juſt cauſe of complaint, 
intruſt one man, one country, or one age 
with. ve talents; another With fewo, and an- 
other but with one. And he that has but 
ane ſuch talent, and rightly improves it, is 
as ſute to be accepted of a 1 God, 
as he who . improves his fue. N 

Both Jews and Gentiles, conſidered in chic 
collective capacities, ſadly miſimproved their 


different talents, whatever ſome particulars 
amongſt the one or the other of them might 


do; they grew ſhamſully defective in their re- 


to God, and oorrupt in their morals: 
to the Rom. God 
might hereupon have repreſented: himſelf a 
ſecond time as repenting that he had made 
man upon the earth, and, but for his promiſe 
to Noah, have brought a ſecond flood upon the 
hole world; or might without any breach 
of promiſe, or any charge of injuſtice, have 


burnt it to aſnes. Inſtead of this to over- 


come us, if poſſible, with kindneſs, he ſends. 
This! own Sen into the world, not thus to 
tits . judge 


I 
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judge and condemn it ; but at the certain 
| foreſeen loſs of his own precious life to offer 
life and ſalvation to all mankind, Jews and 
Gentiles to give repentance, i. e. the offer, 
or priviledge of repentance, and remiſſion of 
fins; to bleſs us in turning us from all our in- 
iquities; to reſtore true religion and virtue 
in a very degenerate world, and ſends him 
for this purpoſe inveſted with divine authori- 
ty; with all the authority of the Father 
himſelf, abundantly proved by unexception- 
able credentials ; by his reverſing at pleaſure 
the common courſe of nature; by fulfilling 
a long ſeries of ancient prophecies from the 
beginning of the world; by his knowing and 
diſcovering the moſt ſecret thoughts of men's 
hearts; by his whole conſiſtent good cha- 
racter; by the wiſdom, reaſonableneſs, 
and purity of his doctrines and precepts; 
and the godlike execution of a defign every 
way worthy: of God, by his rifing again 
from the dead, and aſcending bodily up into 
Heaven before a multitude of eye witneſſes ; 
and by conferring miraculous gifts and pow- 
ers on his apoſtles, and many others ſoon af- 
terwards, as he had foretold in his life- time. 
To reverence this ſon of God, this Teach- 
er come from God, and thereby pay a pro- 
| regard to the Father himfelf who ſent 
him, cordially to receive and comply with 
this laſt gteat meſſenger, and kind meſſage 
0 9 from 
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from God: to: men, is the leaſt that can be 
expected from mankind. And this is the 
Faith, or regard to God which he requires, 
wherever the goſpel or chriſtian religion is 
ay" - publiſhed. 

Wherever the great retain of hearts 
ſees this fincere regard to himſelf he will 
forgive not only all our fins of infirmity, 
but even willful, tranſgreſſions ſincerely te- 
pented of and forſaken; and by bis ſpitit, 
ordinances, and providence, favour, aſſiſt and 
befriend us in all our honeſt endeavours to 
overcome bad habits, contract ones, 
and become holy as he is holy, and mer- 
ciful as our Father in Heaven: is merciful: 
Will guide us with his councils, and af- 
terwards receive us to Glory. Such; is the 
good will of God to! mankind; but with- 
out a ſuitable regard to him, it is impoſſi- 
ble we ſhould be acceptable to bim or 
pleaſe him, and wow M unreaſonable to 
_cxpe@nT "cc + 

I ſhall conclude this ſubject with . 
reflection. And in the. firſt plac g,, 

According to this account, ahi Faith 
which is ſa. acceptable, ſo neceſſary to ac- 
ceptance with God, and of ſuch importance 
to Man, does not confiſt in opinion, in mere 
opinion though ever ſo true; but in the 
temper and diſpoſition. of the mind to- 
8 Tri is not 3 the we | 

0 
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bf the bead as of the heart: Rom, x. 10. 
with the heart man believeth unto righte- 
ouſneſs. Tis the act of the will, tis real- 
ly virtue, or morality, and unbelief is immora- 
lity towards God, as much as Charity is vir- 
tne, and injuſtice or cruelty is immorality 
towards our fellow creatures. It does not 
require any extraordinary learning, or na- 
tural parts, or acuteneſs of underſtanding ; 
but only the honeſt exerciſe of. reaſon and 
cbmmon N and therefore is what every 
human mind is capable of, when it arrives 
at the uſe of reaſon, and is in duty bound 
to exerciſe. It is variouſly and indifferent- 
ly term'd in ſeripture, #nowmg God, frar- 
ing God, obeying God, believing in God, ving 
Gad, and the like. For ablores, ſecondly, 
It is ever neceflarily productive of, and 
nied with incere obedience to God. It 
is itſelf obedience in the heart, (as looking on 
a woman to Juſt after her is committing 
adultery with her /here) and is, proportion- 
able to its degree of ſt h and vigour, 
certainly productive of it in the life and 
converſation ; that it ever fails in any mea- 
{ure of this fruit, is owing to the weakneſs | 
and im n of it; and apoſtacy from 
virtue to its death. But fuch fincere obe- 
dence perfiſted in, leads. the way to ha- 


| bitual -- _ and the ey — of 
all. virtue. 


Ws - By 
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By theſe means the natural weakneſs, and 
imperfection of the human mind, ariſing 
from its attachment to. the body or fleth, 
and to this world and ſenſitive objects, is 
gradually to be overcome, and ſuch a con- 
firmed habit of virtue to be contracted, 
as may be proof againſt all temptation to 
ſin; that man may at laſt arrive at the ſta- 
bility of the holy Angels, and far above that 
of Adam in 5 . Thirdly, 
This account o Faith, ſo agreeable 


to the whole tenour of ſcripture, even of 


both Teſtaments, might, I ſhould think, put 

an end to the diſputes about Faith and good 

works, and juſtification there. 
By 'fonleſs. obedience no mere man can ex- 


pect to be. juſtified before God, or- pleaſe 


him; not - becauſe God would not be pleaſed 


with ſuch obedience to his Laws ; but by 
reaſon of the ſufficiently experienced weak- 
neſs and infirmity of mankind, from the very 
beginning of the world, and the ſtrictneis 
of the eternal unalterable law of rigbt and 
wrong to ſuch creatures as we are, the Law 


of reaſon, which extends to the very mo- 


tions and defires of the heart. Neverthe- 
leſs through the grace and merey of God 


to mankind, abundantly . manifeſted by our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, He will accept of the 
fincere obedience of the heart, i. e. in other 
terms of Faitb, or our ſincere deſire and 

| endeayour 
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endeavour to pleaſe him, and thankful de- 
pendance on his promiſed mercy, and will 
impute bis to us for righteouſneſs. And 
ſo, though death be the ever ſo proper and 
deſerved wages of all fin; yet the free gift 
of God is eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Rom. vi. 23. He will accept 
of the wil for the deed; according to what 
the apoſtle ſaid, 2 Cor. viii. 12. If there 
be a willing mind, it is accepted, accord- 
ing to what a man hath, and not accord- 
ing to what he hath not. 
When St. Paul ſpeaks of the works of 
the law, as not capable of juſtifying a per- 
ſon, he has reſpect to the weakneſs of hu- 
man nature, and means perfect obedience, 
in the thought and defire of the heart, as 
well as the outward behaviour, See Rom. 
vii. 7, When St. James ſpeaks of Faith 
alone as inſufficient for this purpoſe, he plain- 
ly means, faith without works, dead faith, as 
he juſtly ſtiles it, or mere knowledge or opinion, 
which, how early ſoever it began to paſs for 
Faith amongſt ſome profeſſors of chriftia- 
nity, can never be the true ſcripture Faith; 


can never be ſuch in the eſteem | of the 


ſearcher of hearts. 4 

Any one may ſee this difference, who 
carefully peruſes the ſeveral paſſages, in theſe 
two ſacred writers, which relate to this affair, 
and attends to the very different circum- 
p ſtances, 


| 


faith, as 1 have endeavoured to deſcribe it, 
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ſtaces, and occaſions of their writing. St. 
Paul has a reference to the Jews, who ex- 
pected juſtification- from the chervance of 
their Law; — James to thoſe (whether 
Jews or Gents) who expected it on ac- 
io, their profeſſion of the chriſtian religi- 
on, which-1s indeed ſometimes ſtiled the faith, 
and the proſeſſion of which, while nothing 
to the oontraty, is charitably ſup- 
poſed: among men, to come from the heart; 
but muſt really do fo to find ac ce with 


God, St. James therefore inſiſts ſo much 


upon. works, as indeed St, Paul, and our 
Saviour himſelf, and all the ſacred wrtiters 
inſiſt upon the fame, and all the faith in 
the world without this is dead, and of no 
value. Indeed, dead faith is not faith pro- 
perly ſpeaking, as a dead man is not proper- 
ly a man, but a corps, though in common 
he may be tiled ſo. | 

What fignifies it what a man's opinion 
is concerning God or Chriſt, or any thing, 
if he is never the better man for it? But 


a fincere regard to God, and all his revealed 
will; an unfeigned deſire and  endeavour' to 
know and do his will, to obey and imitate 
him, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath ſent, 
with ſubmiſſion to the diſpenſations of his 
providence, and reliance on his promiſed mer- 
cy, in and through a dear redeemer, is pro- 
| ductive 
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ductive of every thing that is amiable and 
defirable in the temper and behaviour of 
To what little good purpoſe, not to ſay 
bad purpoſe, alaſs 7 chriſtian divines for 
near fifteen centuries, Biſhops, Popes, Coun- 
cilsandafſemblies of them, innumerable, been 
employed in defining farth, and leading per- 
ſons to conſider it as mere opinion, too re: 
gardleſs of the ſoriptute definitions of it, 
which repreſents it as 2 voluntary; 
and active, viz. To know * -only true 
God' and Jeſus Chriſt, whom be bath ſent, 
To fear God and keep his commandments, to 
do juſtly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
Mere opinion depends not on man's will 
or the goodneſs of his heart, but upon a 
thouſand accidents, and; in-itſelf therefore can 
neither be virtuous nor criminal; the repre- 
ſenting it ſo, and ſubſtituting it in the room 
of true goßße ! faith, is what has given riſe 
to all the angry controverſies and ſchiſins, 
which have ſo long and grievouſſy diſtradt- 
ed the chriſtian church. Tyue faith with its 
inſeparable companion, charity, would have 
prevented. them, and is the only bm to heal 
them all; Furth 


Nothing 


-® Tar what e 
pears from his uſe of it in other places, particularly N. 
Fl, 23. 1 never knew you, Ee. | 
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Nothing elſe, no other temper or 
conduct, can ſit ſo eaſy on the human mind, 
nor furniſh out ſuch rational ſolid ſecurity 
peace, content and joy. Tis uniting our- 
ſelves with the Deity, making the almighty our 
aſſured friend; *tis caſting ourſelves into the 
open gracious arms of the father of the uni- 
verſe, the God and Fathei of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and our God and Father, 
more ready than, any human Parent to re- 
ceive and protect us; and bleſs us not on- 
ly far above our deſerts, but infinitely be- 
3 all human conception to all eternity. 
[Tis dwelling. in the: ſecret plate of the moſt 
bigh, and abiding. under the \ſhadow of the 
almighty. We are aſſured hereupon by him 
who cannot deceive us, that our fins are 
all forgiven; by the over - ruler of all events, 
chat all things work together for good to 
us in this life, and of perfect and eternal 
felicity. in a life to come: +43 6 what can man 
desire more? To conclude, . eas mf 20 

How very much does it import us 
2 cultivate in our breaſts this true, this 
only true and effectual ſecurity of all hu- 
man virtue, perfection and eternal happineſs! 
To acquaint, ourſelves with , God, contem- 
plating his works of creation and {providence ; 
ſeriouſly worſhiping him, both in publick 
and private; ſtudying the ſacred ſcriptures, 
wherein we have ſo N and lo. authentic 


2 
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n hiſtory. of his proceedings with mask ind, 

Ang of the faith or religious regard of Time 
of the beſt of them towards him, the re- 
volt of others from him ; comparingall with 
our on experience of. his providence and 
mercy. to. ourſelves, and the feelings and 
workings of our own hearts, and the re- 
pott of our conſciences with reſpect to our 
on temper, and conduct towards God; 
and ſaying, Lord, I believe, forgive and 
„help thou my unbelief, my too weak, 

on wavering and imperfect faith; Lord in- 
<<, creaſe) my faith, increaſe daily my reli- 
«« gious regard to thee, and to Jeſus Chriſt 
5 whom thou has ſent, and to all the in- 
„ ſtructions, precepts, warnings, and pro- 
i. miſes of hy. et Goſpel? Amen. 


4 Sketch of the nai > and kind proceedings of 
GOD towards. „in order to nn 
an at ane Vaiew,. 

|» Though God ed man, as Ar as every 

other; cremure, very good; it does not follow, | 

that he made bim at once as perfect and hap- 

pas ever he intended him to become. God 
is che Father of mankind: if we conſidet the 
proper conduct of a, father towards his chil- 
dren, through the ſevetal ſtages and circum- 
ſtances, of their advancement towards matu- 
rity, we ſhall find this to have been the con- 
duct of God tawards mankind. God makes 
man's compound 72 animal functions, ap- 

"TY petites, 
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petites, and paſſions, joined with a rational 
nature, or powers of reaſon and conſcience to 
govern and controul his appetites and paſſions, 
and conſequently a free, a moral accountable 
agent. The animal nature firſt diſplays it- 
ſelf, and, like all other animal natures,” is 
under the protection and guidance of God, 
or other ſubordinate rational beings, whom 
he conſtitutes and appoints its governors and 
guardians for the proper time. Human rea- 
ſon gradually opens, and prepares to take 
this charge upon itſelf, under the inſpection 
and patronage of the great Father of Spirits. 
Thus Man becomes (according to his mea- 
ſure) a light and a law unto himſelf; to whom 
his heavenly Father may yet give what ſuper- 
natural light, or poſitive command, he ſees 
proper; and enforce a regard thereto by what 
ſanction he pleaſes, to keep' up ſuch a' filial 
regard to him, and dependance upon him, as 
men's finite imperfect nature renders neceſſary 
for them, as well as becoming them. Such 
proviſion is made in the very conſtitution of 
mankind, and the providence of God - for 
our right and ſafe behaviour, and right uſe 
of thoſe faculties, and of that degree of free- 
dom he has endowed us with. But till, 
through the force of the animal appetites and 
paſſions,” "the weakneſs or inattention of rea- 
ſon, and the example or ſeduction of others, 
weak or evil beings, © man is liable to act 
_—_y toſtifle reaſon, git divine dat 
| and 
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and authority, heighten his appetites and paſ- 
ſions by indulgence, wound and ſear his con- 
ſcience, abaſe and corrupt his nature, inſtead 
of perfecting it; for, though created good, 

he has no way, even whilſt innocent, to be- 
come confirmed in goodneſs, and in obedience 

to reaſon and to God, but by habituating 
himſelf thereto, and overcoming trials and 
temptations to the contrary; therefore is 
placed in a ſtate of trial, and expoſed to 
temptations, but ſtill under the gracious eye 
of his heavenly Father. 

This was the caſe of Adam in Paradiſe, 
and is the caſe of every man that is born into 
the world. Thus every man is effet#dally 
and criminally tempted, when, inſtead of 
hearkening to his reaſon and his God, be is 
drawn away of his own t and enticed. 
Jam. i. 14, 

The grand Seducer of our firſt parents 
knew (perhaps from his own fatal experience) 
the propenſity of a ratianal creature, endow- 
ed with a conſiderable degree of liberty, to 
graſp at more; to affect independency, to be 
as God's, knowing good and evil, i. e. their 
ownſelves, without, or even contrary to pa- 
ternal information or precept. And this is 
the firſt thing to be guarded againſt in the 
education of children, or it will coſt a ſeverer 
diſcipline to reduce them to filial obedience, 
and a proper neceſſary ſubmiſſion of their 
wills to that of their ſuperiors, The ſecond 
4 2 
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Adam, our better pattern, avoided this rock 
1 the other ſplit upon; baffled the tetnpter ; 
und though in the form of God, un eprayptov 
ny1oa|o did not (like our firſt parent) act the 
, robbery to be equal with God, & or lead the way 
to ſuch impiety ; but humbled himſelf, and be- 
came obedient to death, even the death of the 
croſs; wherefore God hath highly exalted 
him, Phil. ii. 6. and he is moſt juſtly ſtiled, 
and recommended to our imitation above all 
other examples whatſoever, as Toy vie Tigtog 
apxny0? x, rene, the leader, and perfecter 
of faith, or of thorough ſteady religion to- 
wards God, and dependance on God, -carry'd 
to the utmoſt pitch of perfection: Heb. xii. 2, 
The all-wiſe God well knew what he did 
when he created this world, and ſuch a crea- 
tare as man, and plac'd him, for his trial, in 
ſuch circumſtances ; and how, at laſt, to 
bring good, even to man himſelf, out of the 
evil which might ariſe, He mercifully de- 
ſign'd, therefore, before the world began, to 
pardon man's ſin upon his repentance, and to 
make allowance for human infirtfiities and 
| | tempta- 
4 Whether or not this be the true ſenſe of this controvert- 
ed text, as the writer ſubmits it to the judgment of the pub. 
lic, I ſhall not take upon me to detide, yy/copat is derived 
from a, and has the ſame fignification z the primary ſenſe 
whereof is, perhaps, like ago in Latin, fimply 7o 4; and 
the ſecundary ones 10 lad the way in, or to judge" couctrning 
any action, & Dr. Sykes has obſerved, that dewaypmor 


properly ſigniſies the a of robbery, and dere pet the thin 
Holen, or taken by force. D Wife; v7 YH | 8 
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temptations, where there was a ſincerehoneſt 
religious purpoſe of heart to do, of return to 
out duty. This grace, or favour, he purpo- 
fed to ſhew us in, aa throvgh, a Mediator, 
in order to endear him to us, whom he de- 
ſigned, from before the foundation of the 
world, to be Lord over us: him for whom, 
as well as by whom, the world was made. 
Him, under whoſe tuition we were to be 

made perfect, or trained up to the higheſt 
Pitch of rationality, ſpiritual-mindedneſs, con- 
firm'd piety, charity, purity, wiſdom, and 
ſelf- government our nature is capable 911 
1 Cor. xv. 45—a9. Heb. xi. 40. | 

This grace of God was various ways ſigni- 
fied to Adam, and all his poſterity, Cain not 
excepted, for their encouragement, though 
fallen. Some, no doubt, in all ages and 
countries anſwered the end of it, fincerely 
fear'd, obey'd, and truſted in God in propor- 
tion as he made himſelf and his mercy known 
to them: and thus was chriftianmty (SATIN 
a ſneer) as old as the creation. 

But the generality of mankind, in time; 
corrupted their notions of God, and of a Me- 
diator; and in their vain imaginations form'd 
to themſelves Gods many, and Lords (or me- 
diators) many, and religions as many, if they 
may be call'd gods and lords and religions. 
The Almighty ſuffer'd this for ſome time, as 
* diq our fitſt Patents fall, to prove mankind; 

to 
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to let them find out their own weakneſs, and 
need of divine mercy to pardon, and grace to 
help them in their time of need; and their 
need of his paternal inſtruction and govern- 
ment; which they bad all of them more or 
leſs univerſally ſlighted. So that not only the 
Law to the Jews, but the Providence of God 
to the whole World was a kind of ſchool-maſter 
to bring them to Chriſt, that they might be 
Jjuſtify'd by Faith. _ | 

At laſt, the promis'd Saviour and Mediator 
appear'd in our nature to reform all theſe a- 
buſes; to bleſs us in turning away every one 
of us from our iniquities; to make us more 
rational, ſpiritual; religious, - virtuous, and 
heavenly minded. He became fleſh and dwelt 
among(t men, expos'd to all the ſame, and as 
great temptations and trials as ever innocent 
man was, or could be, expos'd to, living and 
dying, yet without the leaſt fin. Was he not 
by this compleatly qualify'd to reform the 


world: he who had neither beam nor mote 


in his own eye, to pluck the one or the other 
out of ours? This therefore is his office. 
And as, in order to ſtrike mankind with 
the greater terror on account of fin, and par- 
_ ticularly irreligion, unbelief, or diſobedience to 
their maker, and caſting off. thetr dependence 
upon him, God puniſh'd Adam for this his 
firſt tranſgreſſion, by adjuding him and his 
Poſterity to death; and drowned the old 
world, 
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world, at once, no a flood, for their abuſe 

of his grace: ſo, to encourage all mankind to 
repent, and to aſpire to the piety, wiſdom, 
virtue, and perfection they were deſign'd for, 
he rewards the ſecond Adam, the Lord from 
heaven, for his moſt perfect obedience even 
unto the death of the croſs, by reſtoring not 
only him, but all mankind, to life again, for 
his ſake, and giving eternal life and apitel 
for his ſake, to all who truly believe, and 
ſincerely repent, from the firſt man Adam, 
down to the laſt that ſhall be born into the 
world. 3 

To believe, is to pay a due regard to God, 
and to whatſoever either reaſon, or ſuperna- 
tural revelation informs us, is his will and pur- 

ſe concerning us; not only as It appears in 

itſelf reaſonable, but as it is the word and will 
of God : in ſhort, a voluntaty ane de- 
dendance upon God. 
- To repent, is to be ſuitably affected with 
what either we ourſelves, or mankind in ge- 
neral, have done. amiſs, and heartily to en- 
deavour reformation. 

Faith, or religious regard to God, in an 
innocent rational creature, is the beſt preſer- 
vative againſt fin, Adam's fazth fail'd him, 
he had not tranſgreſs'd : and unbelief, or 
irreligion, is perhaps the e/Tepi/ca/0, e 
Heb. xii. 1. the fin which eafily beſets us : 

4 . wh that writer is there — 


caution- 
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cautioning againſt, Fazrh, in a fallen crea» 
ture, to whom. divine mercy is ſhewn, pro- 
duces repentance, and reformation, upon a 
principle of gratitude ; and our merciful Far 
ther, of his on free grace, accepts ol it, and 
Imputes it to ſuch a one for righteouſneſs, | 
bs faith, © acceptable to God, can on- 
ly. be expected in propartion..to.the igformar 
tions given, mankind of his merciful nature, 
merciful intentions aud proceedings to- 
hem : [therefore not only Adam, Abel, 
Nah, Enoch, Abraham, David, and thoſe 
who, before our Saviour's coming, enjoy'd 
ſapernat natural revelations from heaven, were 
capable of this juſtifying faith: but God left 
pot. himſelf without wirneſs in the darkeſt 
parts of the heathen world, in that he did 
men good, and gave them gain. from beaven, 
and Funful Tale, filling their hearts with 
food and gladneſs; and therefore in ever 2 
age, and every mation, he that feareth Go 
1. e. believeth, and warketh, 8 5 
accepted of God, Als x. 38. but 78 
faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him, i. e 
accepted of God; Heb. xi. 06. 
As God's 1 85 frail and, fallen a 
upon this moſt encouraging opting, - is of 
mers grace; ſo is evety different degree, in 
which, from time to time, he qpens or re- 
veals 0 them, or any of them, this bis gra- 
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.ſon from heaven, in the goſpel; exceeds all 
former ones; is light and grace, by way of 
eminence. and. AiſtinRion, and calls for pro- 
portionable faith or regard in all thoſe who 
are ſo highly and diſtinguiſhingly favour'd ; 
demands the higheſt - gratitude, obedience, 
and confidence towards God, and his Chriſt, 
whom he hath conſtituted our prophet, prieſt, 
and king, to turn us (if any thing will do it) 
from all the power of ſatan unto God. 

That {fe and immortality, which was but 
darkly. ſhadow'd out before, is brought to 
light by the goſpel, and yields mankind the 
greateſt conſolation; and this is fe eternal, 
that they may know (i. e. believe in) the on- 
ly true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 
ſent; i. e. may devote and yield themſelves 
freely and abſolutely. to his inſtruction and 
government, - truſt in his mercy, and ac- 
quieſce in his providence under this moſt 
worthy mediator, who has purchas'd them 
with his precious blood, and is inveſted 
with full authority over them, and over all 
things for the carrying on of this * 
ſcheme of divine grace to mankind. 

Thus hath he, who may do what he wil 
with his own free gifts, given to ſome 
ſons, - ſome countries, and ſome ages o ho 
world, five talents to occupy; to others two; 
and to ſome, in compariſon, but one: yet 

ſome. light and grace, more or leſs, to all 
=_— F men 


[ 
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much is gi 

1 quired. i 1 . 
| 55 , Chriſtians men for 
= the higheſt improvements,” and advancement 

| in true wiſdom, holineſs, uſefulneſs,” and 


happineſs; and, at the ſame time; are in 
danger of ſinking into the greateſt degenera- | 
cy, and ſevereſt condemnation 3 according as 
they improve on the one hand, ot on the 
other hand reject, or neglect, this o gent hal- 
vation. They oY far the molt ſtriki 
demonſtration of 's good ' will towar 
men; the greateſt encouragement to truſt in 
God, notwithſtanding his moſt holy nature, 

| heart-ſearching eye, ſtrict juſtice, and vtheir 
own manifold offences; the greateſt induce- 
ments and helps to reſiſt temptations to ſin, 
to reſolve and ſtrive to deny all ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, and live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly,” and godly in this preſent world; and 
to do good as they have opportunity t all 
men. They have the plaineſt inſtructions 
for this purpoſe, inculcated continually upon 
them; the moſt perfect and amiable pattern 
ſet before them in their own nature; the 
greateſt rewards imaginable tendered to 
draw them, the moſt awful warnings and 
threatnings denounc'd againſt impenitent a- 

1 EF Is buſers 
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buſcrs of all this grace, to alarm and drive 
ſinners to repentance and the holy ſpirit, and 
kind and wiſe providence of God to befriend 
them in all their ſincere endeavours to pleaſe 
God, and to imitate and obey his ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

And laſtly,” when the ſeducer of mankind 
had found means to draw, even the profeſſors 
of chriſtiatfity into the groſſeſt corruption of 
this moſt rational religion; God in his pro- 
vidence opened a way for the reformation 
thereof, by preſerving the ſacred writings, 
and a variety of ancient copies and verſions 
thereof, and raiſing up men of integrity, 
judgment, and ſpirit, to ſtudy the ſcriptures, 
and ſtand up for pure primitive chriſtianity, 
againſt all innovations, notwithſtanding all 
difcouragements; and even great earthly 


princes and potentates to countenance and en- 


courage this truly chriſtian ſpirit and liberty, 


and protect inquiſitive perſons in theſe res 
ſeaches after truth. So that God may, with 
the higheſt reaſon, now ſay, what ould have 


been done for mankind, and I have not done 


it? and we have abundant reaſon to reflect on 


his moſt gracious diſpenſations with the — 
eſt gratitude and love. 
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